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Dear Reader, 


‘While the cities and villages of India were reverber- 
ating to the loud bangs of Deepavali crackers, real bombs 
‘were being dropped in Fallujah, frag. Americanard Iraqi 
troops were fighting side by side to clear the city of in- 
surgents, Machine guns sprayed bullets, cannons roared 
and many on either side lost ther lives, 

Onthe one hand, the world is shrinking, Jet travel, 

x modern communi 

tion channels and glo- 
bal economic policies 
ding up the 
ptofone world, 
Onthe other hand, di- 
visive forces are at 
work creating hatred 
between people of dit 
ferentreligiousand eth- 
ic groups, all over the 
world. 























‘These evil forces 
iene) ReMBe should not succeed, 
‘Mother Mary Whether it is the 
Koran, Bible or Geetha, the fundamental message 
is peace and love of mankind, Tolerence is the key 
to the treasure box that is peace and Holy Mary, 
Mother of God, is referred to as “queen of peace 
in christian prayers 
Love of humanity is the message that al) of us 
should learn from the life and teachings of Jesus 
Christ and as we light a candle on Christmes day, 
let it be the light of love, 








Eilitor 








T The cattish ranks 
firstamongst animal for 
themaximum number of 
taste buds. It has over 
27,0001 















In most 
advertisements 
of watches or 
clocks the time 
displayed is 
10.10! 


A cat has 
32musclesina 


car. 





Iryouyetled for 


8 years, 7 months 
and 6 days, you 
would produce 
ough sound en- 





ergy to heat up one 
cupofcofiee! —> 





© A cockroach 
Will ive forninedays 
without its head 
before it starves to 
death. 











Unusual facts by Shweta Pujar, Std X1, Kalpakkam 











wwe could do th: 





we could jump across the length 
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‘The entire village was quiet, except 
forthe hoot of owls, which occassionally 
broke the silence. Inthe semi darkness of 
the deserted road one could see four 
ghostly figures walking, hurriedly, yet 
noiselessly, Within the next quarter of an 
hour, the four figures had entered the 
hbouring forest 











‘Curious to know their identity? They 
‘were not ghosts or theives, but four kids - 
Teju, Vishwas, Shanker and Kiran, They 
moved stealthily, making sure at every 
step, that they were not followed. For 
many days they had longed to visit the 
forest for a pienic, but were not permit- 
ted. Now they decided to make it 
secretly! 


Ther 





was a rumour 















cave, deep inside the 
forest, People had only 
heard it roar, but had not 
seen it. Yet, they kept away 
fiom the forest. Soon, the kids 
reached the eave. They were ter- 
rified by the tiger's de 
They feltit would be safer to climb atop 
atree. 

Teju had a camera, She was deter- 
mined to take a snap. They sat still and 
‘waited for the tiger to come out, But, 
they could just hearitroar. They waited 
tllitwasalmost dawn, Slow 
ment died and they decided to get back 




















their excite- 





uddenty the noise stopped. he 
was a deathly silence. Kiran 
shyvas nudged her Shanker rubted his 
eyes to stay awake. Teju had her eamera 
ready. They expected a tiger. But they 
‘wee stunned to see three me 
One of them had a tape rec order. 
Whispering amongst themselves, they 
walked ahead. The kids too std down 
the tree noiselessly and follows the 
mysterious tio froma distance. As, 
they reached the village. they raised 
analarm and themen were caught. The 


sevned 


villagers went along to the cave. Afier 
nvestigation, they ‘ound 
some very valuable idols, 
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stolen and hidden, To keep the villagers 
avvay, the culprits had played a recorded 
cassette ofa tiger's roars! 


‘The kids were congratulated. After 
all although they were upto mischief, it 
had been advantageous and had 
helped to nab these trai- 
tors 

~R, Shruthi, 

Std X, 

KVNAL, 

Bangalore 
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Mohan had two donkeys. 




















Okay! 
Get flogcied. 
Idon't care. 





Soo! Minnie is such 
ahard worker. And 
you. 































Master! Please reduce the 


load. I'm unable For the work 


done by you, 
that is more 
than enough 
Winnie! 














Winnie has run away. 
Now you'll have to do 


Anal Now I'm King! all the work, under- 














Master will now have to | | Master, you have stand? Get going! 
treat mo welll overloaded me, 
Ploaso 


remove 














‘Oh dear! If only | had 

taken pity on Winnie, 
Iwouldn't have 
suffer lke t! 
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Vaishnavi Krishnan, grand 
daughter of film director Sridhar, 
and three other fifth graders 
(classmates) won ‘Scholastic ¥ Na- 
tionwide Kids Are Authors’ com- 
petition. Their book ‘Nora The 
Nonapus’ was selected from 
among thousands of entries in the 
USS. and was published in July this 
year. 

Vaishnavi and her team-mates 
from Estes Hills Elementary 
School, N. Carolina, USA, did the 
















CHILD ACHIEVER 


SSS 
aa 


entire work from conceptualising, writing 
and illustrating the book, as a team: The 
contest was open to kids from K.G to eighth 
grade. She has earned herself a part ina 
‘musical production ‘Legend of Sleepy Hol- 
low! and is running for Stutent Govern- 
ment 

When contacted in USA over the phone, 
this is what the deep thinker, shy eleven 
year old had to say about her achievements 
in various fields. 


Congrats, Vaishnavi! 11 years ohl and 
you are already a literary figure! How did 
‘you get around to writing? 

I wrote “Nora the Nonapus’ when | 
was ten years old along with my class- 
mates. But even when | was in Kinder- 
garten | wrote a story about a ladybird 
without spots. Iove writing poems. I just 
love writing “dif 
ferently’ 





Any literary 
figures who in- 
spired you? - 
My maternal os 
grandfather 
Sridhar, who has written and directed filmsin 
Indian languages. My paternal grand!ither 
Justice Krishnaswamy Reddy gave me-sev- 
eral books on Indian mythology and :har- 
acters which made me escape into the 
\world of make believe! 








Were you born in India? 
Twas bor on 9th June, 93 
inthe U.S, But visit India ev- 








ery year, 


Coming to Scholastic’ 
“Kids Are Authors" contest, 
how did you get to participate? 
Did you expect to win? 

No! | was quite surprised 





when they announced in 








school got us to participate and enco 
aged us. I was already on the editorial 
board at school. But myself and three 
others were given 3 to 4 hours every 
week to work together at the eafetaria in 

school and that’s the main thing team, 








spirit and the school’s role 


Who were your team mates? 

Were they Ameri 

Susan, Zoe Gan and Alison 

Smith worked with me, Only 

ZB, one of them is American 
one is part Japanese 






cans? 









of 


se ~ Malaysian. 





other Chin 


Truly international, eh? Did you 
allocate jobs for each person? How 
difficult was it? 

Actually, all of us did everything - writ- 
ing, planning, illustrations, layout ete, It 








the school assembly that 





we had won, Actually the | Interviewed by Priya Ravi 











the book 

What are your other interests? 

Poetry is my favourite. [am currently in a m sical 
production. I got the part after two rounds of audi 
tion. [just have to see something interesting ard po- 
try just flows out of me! Hearn Bharatanatyain and 
Indian classical music. 








Who is your favourite author? J.K.R? 
Oh no! I don’t like Harry Potter. My favorite is 
Roald Dahl. 


Do you have siblings? Do they write tov? 





pee thi ld brother He would like tobe 
: Vea nine year old brother He would like to 
Why ‘Nara: Tha pcsiscos ofAmerical 
Nonapus’? 





He'll have to wait for quite a while then! How 


Anoctopus has eight ten- 
about you? Would you like to settle in the US or 


tacles. We wanted tomakeit 4 

different. Soninetentaclesbe-_" India? 

came*Nonapus!’Wedidalot  Maybein the US orelsewhere, I can’t say... 

of research on volcanoes too! What would you like to do? Step into 
What was the award andpa’s shoes and write or act in movies? 

you gor? ike to write stories and poetry. Maybe acting too! 
‘We got a gold medal !Plantoenter other contests this year. 

each, a certificate and copy What would you like to say to Gokulam readers? 

of the book. The release of Well, | feel kids in India are always studying and 

the book in July wasa grand seem to have less time for other things. But friends: 














affairand lautographed alot PLEASE FOLLOW YOUR INTERESTS! 
‘of books, That was thrilling ‘Thanks Vaishnavi, All the best for 
My school got 100 copies of your future pursuits. 





Dear Readers, 







Readha Aunty will continue the question / answer col 
umn on English grammar, pronunciation, meanings ete. 

We request you to send in your queries. Radha Aunty 
will answer these every month 

Questions (by pos!) must be sent only on a pest- 

card with your name, age, class, school and resid:n- 
tial address clearly mentioned. Only one question per 
posteard. 

Last date for January issue: $,12.2004 
[Gokulam, 47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 032 

















0 RE 


os NEWS ANALYSIS 


Tn a dramatic development, Uma 
Bharti has been suspended from the pri- 
mary membership of the BJP. She had 
all along felt thatthe B.1.P leadership did 
not give suficient importance to her yatra 
with the national flag. (Ref:GOKULAM, 
Oct'04 issue) She had always been 
outspoken and had criticized the second 
rung leadership without hesitation. Ata 
recent meeting ofthe B.LP, in fll glare of 
the media, she interrupted Advani during, 
his speech to accuse some of the leaders 
and insisted on a discussion then and 
there. When this was refused, she 
staged a walkout challenging 
‘Advani to take action against her. 
The top leaders on the dais were 
naturally embarrassed resulting 
in her ouster from the 
party. 





Prices of petroleum products 
like diesel and cooking gas have 
been raised to unbearable levels. The 
public as well as political parties are pro- 
testing, But what's rather funny is that 
parties supporting the Congress tthe Cen- 
tre and being part of the coalition govern- 
‘mentarealo protesting! Thisislooked upon 
a political double game. The price rise 
issure to havea cascading effect and the 
prices of all commodities 
‘will goup besidesall forms 
of transport becoming 
costlier. The reason given 
for the price hike is thatin- 
temational oil prices have gone up. But the 
argument sounds rather hollow when 
viewed in the context of wasteful govem- 
mentexpenditures and unnecessary sub- 









sidies in several areas. 
eee 


‘Yasser Arafat, the undisputed leader 
of the PL.O or Palestinian Liberation 
Organisation was hospitalised in Paris, for 
‘what was described as irreversible coma. 
Who will be the next leader? Will the tran- 
sition be smooth? Is there anyone who.can 
beasmajesticandasinfluential ashe was? 
Whileall these questions sill remained un- 
answered, Arafat's wife threw a bomb- 
shell by saying thatthe second rung P.L.O. 
leaders were plotting to bury Arafat 
while he was sill alive! Ofcourse, 
this was vehemently denied. Mean- 
while it was confirmed that Arafat 
‘was on a life support system and 

waskeptalive artificially. Switch- 
ing off the system was ruled out 
since it was against Islamic 
law. “He is in the hands of 
















God” said a Palestinian leader. Thereaf- 
ter, the end came swifly. 

The great leader of the Arabs is no 
more. 
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‘Good news forall Potter fans! JKR 
has revealed the titles of three chapters 
from the next book. 

Chapter 2: SPINNERS END. 

Chapter 6: DRACO’S DETOUR, 

Chapter 14: FELIS FELICIS 

These titles have been revealed ina 
mysterious way. Check it out for your- 











selves! 

Step 1 - Go to the site www. 
jkrowling.co.uk, You must find a ring 
shaped icon onareally messy desk. When 


‘you hover around this, you see a 
question mark. Press the button, 
Step - 2. You are transported 
to a door, where later appears a 
paleand ghostly messageand some 


jessiasal 


golden keys, Click on the right key'to fit 
into the door’s key hole. 
Step 3 You can now find a secret 




















be solved. Your job’s done 
Finally the tides appeat 

~ M. Shiva Prakash, 
Std VII dya 







Mandir, Bangalore 


POTTER FUTURE 
For all HP fans hare is 
some information about the 


OU RRI 















future books. 

Weare going to find out about the cir- 
cumstances of Voldemort’s birth as well 
‘what Dudley saw/heard, when he was 
near the dementors. 

Winky will never be cured of her 
Butterbeer addiction, 

Remus Lupin isahalfblood. 

Anew character called “Me Claggen” 
will be introduced 

Dumbledore’s Patronus isa phoenix. 

Dumbledore’s brother, Aberforth, 
‘who was prosecuted for “performing in- 
appropriate charms on a goat.” is actu- 
ally the barman at “Hog’s Head’ pub. He 
was vaguely familiar to Harry and the pub 
smelled of goats!” 

Theodore Nott a friend of Draco 
Malfoy, is more clever and cunning than 
Malfoy, who is actually quite scared of 
Nott 

Blaise Zabini, a character mentioned 
While detailing the sorting ceremony dur- 














t year, will have an impor- 

tantrole in future, 

- Mithila Ananth, Std X11, 
VCPUC, Bangalore 





Hermione is the best friend of Harry. 
Sharing his adventures that are scary 
Ron is also her friend 

Who is at his wit’ end! 

She spends a lot of time at the library 
She leaves it so rarely 

She is smart ‘n shrewd 

But not always rude. 

Rude only to Crabe, Goyle 'n Malfoy 
Who are like stupid ‘n useless toys 
She has a cat named Crookshanks 
Who is cuddly and not upto pranks 
She's got a neat handwriting 

For which the teachers have a liking 
She's awfully good in each subject 
Which obviously we can} object 
Thope I see her someday 

With happiness ‘n gay 








Iwill get her autograph 

Which Iwill show my friends ‘n laugh, 

isha Nandakumar Std IX, 
KV. Ashok Nagar, Chennai 
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SCHOOL SLOT 


Every year our school, Chinmaya 
Vidyalaya takes us on an educational tour 
Bur this year we had a unique tour, We 
met the Rani of Jaipur at her palace and 
had a glimpse of the President of New 
Zealand at Agra. On the 18th of October, 
2004, 118 studentsand 13 teachers met the 
President of India, His Excellency A.P.J 
‘Abdul Kalam, The sight of the Rashtrapati 
Bhavan, flanked by North and south Block, 
representing the seat of power, was awe» 




















inspiring. Aftera 
brief security 
check, we were let into the residence of 


the First Citizen of our country. We we 
taken to the Yellow Drawing Room and 
aftera few minutes the President entered. 

We greeted him with the traditional 
Hari Om, He directed us to sit and asked 
tus what topic we would like him to speak 
on. The answers were varied, ranging from 
nature to his childhood, and also our con- 
tribution tothe country ete, The President 
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then began to speak on this mix of ‘opics. 
This session was punctuated by questions 
from the students and the knowledgable 
and highly interesting answers ofthe Presi- 
dent. Dr. Kalam emphasized the impor- 
tance of teachers in the educationatl pro- 
cess and encouraged us to become a part 
ofthe movement to make society righteous, 
Each of his answers reflected his commit- 
ment to the nation and his grasp of the 
problems facing our country. All of us were 
struck by his simplicity, He 
spoke on the areas of empha 
sis to make ournation a devel- 
‘oped one and listened paviently 
toevery query put befor: him, 
He felt that self - doutt was 
one of the biggest obstacles in 
India’s quest to become a de 
veloped country, Tht President 
focussed on the role the youth 





nsf 











can play inthis mission 

It ended with tee and 
snacks in the adjacent Grey 
Drawing Room. The President 
‘mingled with al of us 
fora short time. 

We came out 
of the Rashtrapati 
‘Bhavan thankful athaving met 
such a forceful personality and 
secure in the knowledge that with him at 
the helm, our nation has a bright future, 
We were also thankful to our school and 
teachers for having made elaborate ar- 
rangements so that we could freely mingle 
with the First Citizen of India, 

N. Rakshit Gupta, Sid X, 


Chinmaya Vidhyala 
Chennai 
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Friends, all of you know us. We 
are really proud of the exalted status 
accorded to us as India’s National 
Animal, 

Not only we tigers, but the entire 
animal kingdom seems to be dimin- 
ishing. We seem to be on the path to 
extinction. 

Animals, birds, insects, aquatic 
creatures - all of us belong to this 
World, just like you. Is it fair on the 





& 7 We are —~ 
/ your friends, 
hink of saving , 


Wage 


/ 


Peraleum Coservtion Resear Asotin 
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us also. 
Ox sts 


~0° Pitot antinods ter anttal dn, ry 


part of humans, who are more intelli- 
gent than us to endanger our spe- 
cies? 

Man is destroying our forest 
homes, hunting us and pushin 
several animals into the “Endan sere 
Species’ lst. 

Iris not enough to just enact laws 
prohibiting hunting. All of you must 
think of us as your friends and allow 
us to coexist with you, 
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SNAKES! Terryfying, isn’t it? But snakes have enemies too, In fact, for a small 
snake even a large snake is a threat. There can be a threat to life only if the snake's 
poison enters the blood stream. Most creatures which kill and devour snakes arv thick 

skinned with a thick layer of fat underlying the skin and have « hairy 
body. That is why they can fearlessly attack snakes. 


























Tris a known fact that the mongoose and the snake are 
bitter enemies, The moment a mongoose sees a snake, 
its hairs stand on end, ready to attack. The snake 
gets terrified, However it 
willstill put upa brave 


fight. 








A mongoose possesses 
antidote for poison, Soeven 
if itis bitten by a snake it 
Will not be affected. Usually, 
asnake tries to get 
away from 
the mon- 
goose. 
Opussum, 

which is 
similar toa 
‘mongoose, 
also tears 

snakes apart. 





The 
South Af- 
ricanBadger ¥§ 
which is a 
bearlike animal is an 
enemy of the snake too. The badger is a thickskinned hairy creature. The snake's 
poisonous fangs cannot penetrate its thick skin and hence the venom cannot enter its 
blood stream. The badger, with its sharp long claws, tears apart the snake and eats it. 
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‘The poreupine is the prime enemy of the poi- 
sonous Viper. The porcupine pierces and tears 
apart snakes with its sharp thick needles. In a 
duel with the snake, the porcupine huddles itself 
{nto a ball such that its needles stand out and 
pierce the snake. Once the snake is killed, it de- 
vvours it. No creature can harm a poreupine: 










Pigs can crush snakes with their 
sheer weight. Pigs stamp on the 
snakes, and destroy them with their 
teeth. But they do not eat snakes 














We all know that snakes feed on frogs. 
But an “Amazonian Forest Frog’ can swallow 
‘even large snake. This frog takes 36 hours to 
gobble up a snake! 














Deer can stamp on snakes with their 
strong feet and kill them, 


‘The main threat to sea snakes is from 


sharks, Sea snakes are very poisonous 
But sharks are not affected, because they are protected by a very thick '@ 


skin. 4 
19 











Tn the forests of South Arica, red 
ants pose a severe threat to ‘adders 
Thousands of red ants get together 
and attack a snake, They can polish 
offa whole snake within an hour! 











African. ‘Secretary Birds’ feed 
mainly on venomous snakes, This bird 
picks up snakes and throws it into the 
air. ‘The snake lands on the ground, bat- 
tered and bruised, making it easy prey 
for the bird. 
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winged, strong 
beaked and swift 
birds kill sacs, 
Egyptian storks are 
the snakes’ born 
enemies. They hold 





onto snakes wit 
their feet and kill 
them with their long. beaks and eat 


them. 






Owis have 
sharp beaks. They feed 
on rattle snakes. They 
catch small snakes rather 


than bigger ones. 








Sweden's 


Crowned 









| Pheasants 
love snakes! 

their 

favourite 





Tn forests, sometimes, the peacock 
even hunts out snakes from their homes 
and devours them! 


People who raise ‘Guinea Fowls’ at 
home need not fear snakes. These fowls 
go after snakes and kill them! 


Tn America, the “Condor” a big eagle 
like bird is a big threat to the “Boa’ snake 
The Condor tears Boas apart and kills 
them! 
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I. WORD POWER 


Being late for work or school is a very bad habit. But here are some 
words which end up being late! Identify them with the help of clues given 
below: 


a. To ask or demand: C)C) OQ) OO kate 
b. To get it to work as one pleases: CX OOOO tate 
¢. To recount, narrate: C)() late 


4. We write on it : ) late. 
¢. Food is served on it: () late 


f. To regulate by or adjust: C)C)C)CE late 
g. To make a pretense of: C)C)C)C ate 
h. To keep apart: (C)(C) C) late 
~ Supriya Padmanabhan, 


Std VIII, Naurachana S,S. School, 
Vadodara 






Ul. MIND YOUR ‘O'S! 


‘The following group of letters will make perfect words if ‘O's are pluced 
EE  ——————— 


correctly in them. Foreg PRTCL will 
become PROTOCOL by placing 
3°O’s appropriately. Try yourhand 
atthese. 

1) STRERM 2) ILGY 

3) FRENN 4) RTHDX 

5) FFSHT 

~ R.Prasanna, Karur, Tamilnadu: 








Ill. MIND - TRAP! 

Here are afew brain-teasers. CHAL- 
LENGE! 

a)*The yolk of the egg are whit 

b) Even if they are starving, natives livi 
egg! Why? 

¢) When can you add two to eleven and get one as the correct answer? 

4) In the calender, some months have 30 days and some have 31. How many 
months have 28 days? 





©"Theye 
gin the Arctic will never eat a penguin’s 











-R, Durga, C 


IV. FUNNY RIDDLES 
1. Why did Simpson bury his ear battery? 
2. Which is Osama Bin Laden’s favourite soccer team? 
3.Name Mickey's wife's vehicle. 
4. Why was the Egyptian boy confused? 
5, Itcomes once ina year, twice ina week, but is never there ina month! Whatis 


n Mat. Hr. Sec. School, Chennai 





~ R. Priscilla, Std IX, 
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Once upon a tine, a 
rich man was walking 
down a street. 

G | \ 


Story, Picture : ‘What's the noise 
Ramki in that house? 
‘am! 
We haven't 


The house belonged bought clothes 
to. very poor family. even for the 





Mn CS 
*) 
Daddy, 


Christmas will be 
here soon. 


Next morning they 
saw the gold coin. 


The rich man witnessed 
this, and threw in a gold 
coin through the window. 


hasn't let us 
down! 
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Another one 
today... How? 





Next day too, the rich. 
‘man left them a gold 
coin. 











On the third day when he 
was dropping off the| 
gold... 


You are our 
saviour... | bow to Faith in God saved you! 
thee. Also I've been observing 





The rich man who helped the 
oor family was looked upon by 
| them as Santa Claus or Father | 
Christmas! 




















1 have heard people talk abou. snow 
and snow ballsin foreign countries, Fora 
person ftom Chennai, itis very difficult 
toimagine how it would be play 
with snow balls! At Rohtang 
Pass, I had a firs: hand 









ny Pass is located at a height of 
411 1m A.S.L (13.400 fi) and is $1 kms 


ii Gad | tre 
HEIGHTS! 


T went with my family ona trip 1 from Manali on the Keylong highway, We 
Shimla. On the whole, itwasa very en- had to eross two mountains to reach this 
joyable holiday, but to mea visitto the high peak which looks down ove: the 
Rohtang Pass wasteally memorable, Lahaul Valley 
















On the sides of the steep road, 
stood small tents occupied by sol- 
diers of our army who stand guard 
against terrorist attacks on both sides 
of the road, one could see the beau- 
tiful lowing waters of the Beas river. 
In fact, at Rohtang, there is a small 
temple at the top of the pass with a 
spring whieh is the source of the Beas 
Doshohar lake is located to the left 
of the pass. 

The driver of our vehicle must h 
‘experienced one to have 
gotiated all the curves and bends. 
However some of the passengers had to 
use paper bags because of travel sick 














nes! 
nes! 


We finally reached 
Robtang Pass which isthe 
only access to Lahaul val- 
ley from Kul Valley, The 
Pass is open from June to 
September. However, 
some trekkers use it ear- 
lier. Rohtang is called 
the ‘CINEMA SHOT 
SPOT” because several 
movies have been shot 
here! 


























It was indeed a beautiful, 
marvellous and undeseribable 
experience, There was little 


greenery all around, The whole place 
was covered with snow and we had 
a great time throwing snowballs at 
h other. There were many 
activites like skiing, horse riding 
ete. 

At ‘Zero point’ (0°) we could feel 
that there was less oxygen in the air, 1 
was amazed to see the weather change 
First it was sunny, then cloudy. Next 
rained and then snowed, We built small 
igloos and loved wearing the furry 
coats, boots and gloves 
although we looked 
funny in them! We 
handled the skiing 
equipments clumsily and 
made a fool of our- 
selves! But friends, fean 
tell you I really enjoyed 
myself! 














Prashanthi, Std VI, 
Padma Seshadri Bala 

Bhayan SSSchool, 
Chennai 





GRANDMAWORM a 





Dear Grandma, 
Tiove cleaning up. But 
my brottter messes up my table and shelf. 
Lam patient; but it does not last long, since 
he irritates me very much. As a result, we 
fight over silly things. Please help! 
~Susan Raj Kumari, Chennai 





Dear Susan, 

The problem that you have described 
is very common among siblings. Broth- 
ers and sisters love each other dearly 
«at heart; but outwardly they tease each 
other in various ways. Talk to your 
brother, Explain that quarreling with 
each other is just waste of time and en- 
ergy. Instead, if both of you get together 
on an interesting hobby or game, it 
would be: productive, healthy and use- 
ful. Once you start sharing a common 
interest, both of you will forget the past 
and stop teasing each other. If this 
doesn’ work and your brother contin- 
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wes to tease you, the best way to ieach 
him a lesson would be just to ignore him 
totally. Once his self importance is gone, 
his sense of superiority will also vanish 
aand he will behave properly 


T gotosteep at 3.30 am and getting up 
inthe moming becomes difficult. How can 
| get rid ofthis bad habit? 

Ananya Mishra, Bhubaneswar, 


Dear Anénya, 
Tam really 


shocked! 3.30 
‘am! My God! 

What do you do till then? Watch TV? 
Read? Anyway as you yourself point 
out, it is a very bad habit. Pull youself 
‘out of bed one day at 5 am and I'm sure 
you will feel sleepy by 9 pm the same 
day. Follow the maxim, “early 10 bed 
and early to rise is the best way to be 
healthy, happy and wise” If my sug; 
tion doesnt work, I’m afraid you 








—— 


have (0 see a good neurologist doctor 


T study so much for maths, but when | 





enter the exam hall | 

Hf | forget everything! 
Please advise 

M.Sushma, Mulky 








Dear Sushma, 

You may study a lot; but are you 
understanding the steps in each math- 
ematical problem? Do you absorb the 
logic behind each step? If you do, you 
won't feel nervous when entering the 
exam hall. Neither will you forget. Go: 
ing blank even after having read a lot 
is a result of nervousness which you can 
overcome by (a) understanding the sub 
ject and (b) by answering several old 
‘exam papers at home regularly and cor- 
recting yourself. This will build up self 


confidence. 


Wheneverateacheris absent and we 
havea free period, Istart studying in class 
«dof wasting my time. But this causes 
jealousy in a classmate and she creates 
problems for me. What am Ito do? 

Himanshi Sahu, Chattisgarh 

Dear Himanshi 

Your classmate is following a “dog 
in the manger” policy. She will not 
study; neither will she allow others to 
study, It is not good for either of you 
Tell her so and inform her that if she 
continues to create rouble, you will have 
{o report the mauter tothe principal. You 
‘must also make her realise that you are 
her good friend and it is just because 








of that you are giving her a warning. 
You can invite her for joint studies dur- 
ing leisure periods which will remove 





jealousy and improve friendship, be- 
sides being useful to both of you. 

Love, 

Grandmaworm 


CS 31 


=IS3IN OD AdOIS PR HS. Alva V 





Ee 


‘The Border-Gavaskar trophy changes 
hands, and even the most die-hard Indian fan 
‘Won't grudge the Aussies that. 

Boy, what fabulous cricket they treated us 
to, Theirbowling department, which wastaken 
to the cleaners the last time they came her 
fought back witha vengeance. In2001, Glenn 
McGrath looked pedestrian, Shane Wame was 
taken apart by Laxman, and Gillespie was the 
only bowler who kept Australia inthe hunt, The 
bowlers came here with their reputations on 
the line, In his first spell, MeGrath took the 

ct, of Rahul Dravid with an absolute 
peach of a delivery. Shane Wame, who 
adjusted the trajectory of his deliveries to suit 
Indian wickets, really came into his own only 
in Nagpur wherehe bowled what will sure 
rankasone of hisbest spells. And they were 
ell supported by Gillespie and Kasprowicz 


‘Theirbatting - Hayden and Langer looked 
‘out of sorts throughout. But with that ends all occasions - a promising partnership 
criticism. Gilchrist played. blinderin Bangalore, ind Dravid in the 
Simon Katich showed us why the Aussies rate fi ndanexcting 
him so high, and Damien Martyn, man-of-the- one between Laxman and Tendulkar 
series, played with such authority and precision in the last Test match, 
that you wonder why his place in the side was 
injeopardy a few monthsback. Michael Clarke 
was the find of the tour. Making his debut on 
the turning wickets in India, but he came 
equipped with a fantastic technique and an 
attacking temperament. Judging by his decisive 
footwork and shot selection, he seems to have 
tremendous belief in himself, 














Olur bowling keptus in the hunt 
Kumble and Harbhajan, bowling in 
tandem, were absolutely magnificent, 
Zaheer Khan came into his own 
towards the latter half ofthe series, 
and bowled oneortwoexcellent spells, 
which the stats don't quite reflect, 
Murali Karthik showed us what he is 
Thdia, well, winningthelast'Testwas agood Tally capable off 
achievement, butwe were distinctly econdbest. Suggestion: Draw inspiration 
Lastmonth wrotethatthe Indian battingisnotin from the Aussies by putting 
form, but just needs one good innings to get up the Gokulam — Poster 
backiinto the groove. (ngs 40 - 41) in 


There were two ABHINAV RAMNARAYAN | sour room! 
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HELLO, DOCTOR! 


© S.dagadish, Chennai 

2 What is bypass surgery 

{tis an operative treatment to save 
the lives of heart attack patients. Do you 
know what isheart attack? Anartry called 
coronary artery supplies the blood to the 
heart muscles. A gradual deposition of fat 
inthe walls of the artery causes narrow- 
ing of the artery and partial obstruction. 
Asacconsequence, the flow of the blood 
to the heart muscles is reduced. When a 
partially obstructed artery becomes totally 
obstructed, blood supply to the heart is 
completely cut-off, When the heart cells 
are deprived of blood supply, they undergo 
cell death causing severe chest pain. Itis 
called heart attack. In a bypass suryery 
the obstructions in the coronary artery are 
bypassed with the help of veins removed 



















from the leg or an artery from the breast. 

Either segment of saphenous vein from 
thelegoran intemal mammary artery from 
the breast isremoved. One end of itis con- 
nected to the aorta and the other end to 
the coronary artery beyond the site of 
blockage. Thus blood supply to a part of 
the heart, which previously had deficient 
blood supply, is improved. This surgery is 
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FULL OF 
VIVAMINS 


- 


‘medically called “coronary artery bypass 
era 





+N. Venkatesh, Bangalore 
? How is short sight caused? 





Are there any permanent remedies for 
ceuring it? 

! Short sightedness means an inati 
to see an object at a distance. Vision 
perfect for near vision but when the per~ 
son tries to see distant objects he finds it 
difficult In people who suffer from myo- 











pia (short sightedness) the image of the 
jistant object is focussed in front of the 
retina, (A screen inside the eye to receive 
the image.) Itis corrected withthe help of 
a concave lens or minus lens in the form 
of spectacles or contact lens. They dive-ge 
more light rays so that the image is focussed 
‘onthe retina, Today, Lasik laser is usec to 








i a 


treat myopia, People need not wear glasses 
or contact lenses after getting laser treat- 
ment. 

* Rohit Mane, Mumbai 

? Do chewing gums like “Center 
Fresh” help to improve memory? 

! Memory is the capacity of our 
brain to store information and retrieve 
it for later use. The memory process 
can be divided into four steps: learn- 
ing, retention, forgetting and retrieval. 
The initial storage of information is 
called learning; keeping the new infor- 
mation is called retention; the loss of 
new information over a period of time 
is called forgetting and utilization of 
stored information is called retrieval. 
Memory is stored in our brain as 
memory trace. The only effective way 
to improve your memory is to read the 
lessons many times, Reflect immedi 
ately on what you have read. Recall 
them the next day. Review them 
with your friends, teachers or parents, 
These four “Rs (Read, Reflect, Re- 
call and Review) would cert 




















prove your memory. Chewing gums 
like “Center Fresh” will not help in any 
‘way to improve your memory. 


+ V. Sadhana, Chennai 

? Grandma says “drumstick leaves 
contain a lot of iron,” Is it true, doc- 
tor? What role do the greens play in 


well-being? 
1 Yes, it is correct. 
Six 
sgt 
: Bo 


Drumstickleavescon- 3 





taina lot of iron, phosphorous, vitamin-A, 
Cand B-complex. All greens usually con- 
tain a variety of vitamins and minerals. 

‘Vitamins and minerals are essential nutri- 
entsand must be supplied through det, since 
they are not made in the body. They act as 
catalysts in the processing of other nutri- 
ents (protein, fatand carbohydrates), help 
form red blood cells, enzymes, and hor- 
mones, regulate nerve function, maintain 
vision and create genetic materials, Min- 
erals help in the formation and growth of 
bones and teeth, maintenance of blood clot- 
ting and functions of kidney, heart and thy- 
roid. A prolonged shortage of any of the 
vitamins or minerals can lead to a defi- 
ciency disease like night blindness, beriberi, 
scurvy, rickets, anaemia, hypothyroidism 
etc. 


Dr. G. GANESAN 
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The door bell rang. worked very hard to 
Inspector Mary had some good news and gather information. This 
bad news for them. gang has been stealing 
Now read on, priceless antiques from all 
over the world and selling 

Tnspector Mary said “The good news is, Mike, it to private colleciors. 
your father has been released, They had planned to steal 


‘The whole gang has been caught. It is an bronze idols, temple 
international gang. They have been operating all jewellery and unique 


INTERNATIONAL 


ROBBERY 


over the world! Asha, it seems your diamond tiara 
isa priceless antique, As soon as they heard your 
granny mention it on the phone, t 

action, They had planned to kid 

father earlier. Stealing the tiara was a 

bonus to them.” 








“ Asha was befriended by Swapna. Through 
her, the gang eame to know that you children are 
alone at home. They followed you with intelligent 
planning. All three of you escaped from them at 
the Museum, They had plans to kidnap Asha, to 
make sure they got the jewellery.” 

Asha said“ I shauld thank Mike for saving 
my life that day” artefacts 

Inspector Mary continued: “As soon as the museums 
gang was nabbed, the Indian police force Asha's tiara 


“KANTHALAKSHMI CHANDRAMC 
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Sr 
target.” 

The children were 
shocked but happy that 
they had helped to catch 
such a big gang! “The 
Indian Government has 
announced a Bravery 


Award for the three of 


you, This is for saving the 


s - rr 
priceless treasures from being robbed. Scotland 
Yard is going to honour you too, for helping 
them to catch such a big international 
gang!” 

Asha, Anil and Mike were thrilled, 

Asha said "Wow! I don’t believe it.” 

Anil stid“Dido’t I say that Lalways 
liked Bond - James Bond?” Mike 
laughed, “James Bond - was a spy, 















‘but yoware only a sleuth!” 

“Children, I haven't finished yet! 
All three of you will have to go to 
London to receive the Award. The 
British Government is arranging for 
your tickets and stay.” 

“Hurray!” Anil and Asha jumped 
with joy 

“President, Dr, Abdul Kalam will 
be presenting the Indian Government 
award to you", Inspector Mary gave 
the third good news. 

“Oh! Dr. Kalam! He is my hero 
Can we talk to him?” Asha asked 
eagerly, 

“Yes, you can spend an hour with 
him, is that enough?” Inspector 
teased. 

“We have to inform our parents” 
Asha was eager to talk to her parents, 

“Don’t worry. Your parents would 
have heard the news on BBC by 
now!” Inspector said. 

“Mike, I have some bad news for 
you, After the ordeal with the 
kidnappers, your father is unwell and 
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has been admitted to a 
hospital, Here are your 
tickets. You must leave 
Inspector 
Mary, Asha and Anil 
consoled Mike 
dren, « very 
strict warning to all 
three of you, Never 
touch a gun again, It 
is very dangerous.” 
“Yes, we 
understand, We will 
never do that again,’ 

















they promised. 

After the first phone call from their 
parents, the phone rang continuously. 
Their friends, well wishers, relatives, 
TV. channels and newspapers irom. 
all overthe world congratulated them. 
“You three sleuths have become very 
famous” said Inspector Mary and 
patted them. 


Asha and Anil’s parents came 
back to Chennai. Granny was better 
‘and had sent them lots of gifts. 

Mike called from London, ‘My 
father is much better now, We are 
waiting for you guys to come to 


London.” 


Soon Asha and Anil left for 
London. 

Their 
strangers! 

Anil replied “Iam sure Asha 1a5 
learnt her lesson.” 

‘Aunt Sunitha and Mike welcomed 
them warmly at the Heathrow airport 


other said, “Be careful with 





in London. They then went to see 
Uncle Thomas at the hospital. 

Uncle Thomas said “Congrats 
children! I must thank you for saving my 
life. 

There was a representative from 
Scotland Yard who said “My nam 
Inspector Holmes, Welcome to England. 

‘Ashaasked breathlessly, “Oh! are you 
Sherlock Holmes by any chance?” 

“No, young lady. Unfortunately my 
name is Edward Holmes!” Inspector 
smiled. 














As promised, Mike took them to 
‘every tourist spot in London. The award 
ceremony was telecast live all over the 
world, 

‘The BBC interviewer asked, “IF you 
were given a citizenship in England, will 
youcome?”” 

Anil said “No sir, we love India and 
we will complete our education there.” 

Asha said “We want to thank the 
Bi Government for the award and the 
hospitality. We are proud to be Indians. 
We will travel all over the world, but our 
home willbe India.” 

‘They bade farewell to Mike and his 
parents. 








They came back to India, toa 
hero's welcome. Their 
adventure was flashed in the 
media. They went to Delhi jf 
and enjoyed their stay there. 
They received the award 
from the President of India 
at Rashtrapathi Bhavan. 
They had tea with him. He 





enquired about their education, their 
adventure and their future plans. He 
advised them and in the end said, 
“Children, dream for yourselves and 
for your country. Then develop wings 
of fire and make India the best 
country in the world.” 

Asha said “Sir, Ihave a request. We 
‘would like to sell the jewellery given by 
my granny. Outof that money we want to 
start a Trustto help educate poor children. 

Dr-Kalam was surprised and delighted, 
Hesaid Wonderful idea! Firstyou'll have 
to get your granny’s and parents’ 
permission!” 

Yessir. They have readily agreed, Our 
‘granny was very proud ofus.” 

Good! You must be proud of your 
family” The President said, 









Mike called from London and said 
“Well, now that we have become 
Intemational sleuths, when’s the next 
adventure?” 

Asha said “Thanks! but no thanks! I 
want to study well and get good marks 
this year!” 


Anil laughed happily, 


(Concluded) 
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WATCH OUT FOR 
CROCS! 
My dad, mom, uncle and I went to 
‘ my aunt who lives in Mysore. We 
:Jso visited Ranganathitu Bird Sanctu- 





When we went to get tickets for a 
wl vide, I stepped on some bird drop- 
rigs, My father asked me to wash my 

‘eet in the river, My uncle warned me 
watch out for erocodiles. I did not 
vc him seriously 

After we got back 10 Chennai, 
isited my cousin who had also 
no the Ranganathitu Sanctu- 
y. She showed me some snaps 
1e had taken at 
nnganathit 

She showed mea 
olograph of a 
ichand Lasked her 
hal was special 








sul the rock. She pointed to a eroco- 
‘amaflouged by the rock, Imagine 
y shock when I realised that it was 
ame rock as the one I had stood 
on to wash my feet! To think I could 
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have been eaten up by a crocodile! 
~C.Jayalakstmi, 

Std VI, 

DAV Sr. Sec School, Cheanai 


MIRACULOUS ESCAPE 

This incident took place on my 
birthday last year, We had planned to 
visit some temples in Mumbai, My fa- 
ther had to deliver some important pa- 
pers to a friend of his enroute, He 
parked the car on a sloping lane near 










his ftiend’s place, 
‘We waited in the car while he 
walked across to drop off the pavers, 
He had left the key’s behind since my 
mom, grandparents, my brother and I 
\were in the car. My brother who was in 
the front seat playfully shifted the 
handbrake 
The car started sliding backwa 
down the slope, while we screamed in 
panic. Some autorickshaw drivers 
nearby rushed to our rescue and con- 
trolled the car. By the time my dad came 
back, the situation was under control 
by their timely action and presenve of 
















mind! We thanked the auto drivers for 
savingourlives. 

- Sudha Sundaram, 

Age 12, Thakur Public School, 

Mumbai 


FRIENDLY MONKEY 

We visited the hill temple at Palani 
recently. There were plenty of mon- 
keys and they posed a major 
threat to the pilgrims. They 





ried by the pilgrims. How- 
ever, it was great fun watch- 
ing their pranks. 

After our ‘darshan’ of 
Lord Muruga, we ate the 
prasadam; sweetened rice 
(Chakkara Pongal). 1 then went to 
wash my hands at the taps. A baby 
monkey was sitting on the fence nearby 
and threatened to come near me. My 
mother called out to me asking me to 
‘come back quickly. 

Everytime I took some water in my 
hand, the monkey tried to come close 


a a a 





tomy hand, I guessed it was thirst. 
Took some water in my hand and 
offered it to the monkey, 
bravely, The monkey warily 
Wry sipped the water from my. 
palm when it was sure | 
would not harm it, filled 
‘more water in my cupped palms and 
the little monkey held onto my palms 
and gleefully sipped it, My father of- 
fered it a mug of water which it held 
onto and drank, By then there were 
many spectators, l was their hero! 
‘After the monkey had had its fill, it 
raised its head, looked at me as 
say, ‘thanks’ and scampered away. [felt 
sad, I wondered who would give these 
monkeys water everyday, But would 









like to tell you what I learnt from this 

incident-“Animals will not harm you, if 
you don’t harm them.” 

-V. Aditya, Std V, 

SSNKM Sharada Mandir 

School, 

Mattanchery, Kerala 
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STORY 3 


“This year we'll definitely win customers. Mrs. Benson did not usu- 
both the contests,” said Rachel confi- ally entertain customers who she 
dently to her sister, Alice, She was talk- thought could not afford the goodi 
ing about the ‘Best X’mas Tree Deco- When the girl's mother asked again 4 
ration’ and ‘Best Gift for Baby Jesus’ replied curtly, hundred rupees.” 
contests organised by their church 
during Christmas every year. 

Rachel and Alice had put away 
some money all through the year 
so that they could buyithieexpen- 
sive miniature crystal eradle as 
gift for Baby Jesus and decora 
tions for their tree 

“Rachel! Alice! Please 
{g0 over to the English Bal 
ery and get the cakes that 
we've ordered,” Mom re= 



















































quested. 

“Sure, mom, We'll then, 
‘goand buy the cradle and the 
other decorations,” chorused 
the 








ters 
Atthe bakery, Rachel noticed 
poorly dressed little gifllG0k- 
ing longingly at the dé 
table cake 
=) TRUE 
this one, aa A 
girl pointe 
lovely: sae 
cake. La 
“How much 
does this cake cost?” Her mom asked 
Mrs. Benson, the bakery owner, rather ‘The lady made a pretence of open- 




















reluct ing her purse, sighed sadly, and whis- 
Mrs. Benson ignored her and went _pered to her daughter, “we'll buy it to- 

about packing the cakes for Rachel, all morrow, let's go.” 

the while chatting with the well dressed The litle girl's eyes brimmed with 
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tears. She knew tomorrow would never 
come. 

Rachel was moyed by the incident. 
She handed over a hundred rupee note 
to Mrs. Benson and asked her to give 











plied the brakes, but hit a young beg- 
gar girl. Nobody,bliiitted Rachel. They 
shouted at the poor girl for begging at 
the traffic signal! 

Rachel handéd"over the keys to 
Alice and asked her to go 
hdme. She then escorted the 
pdBr, bruised girl, 
aut@fickshaw, to St.Agnes 
Hospital despite Alice’s pro- 
tests, 








in an 


At the hospital, the nun 
who examined the git! said she 
was only slightly bruised and 
nothing was wrong with h 
Relieved, hel asked the 
girl where her home was, She 
had no home. Her pari 
were dead and she lived on the 
pavement withdemgther chil- 
dren, she Aad 

Rachel andthe nun felt 
sorry for her. The nun ar- 
ranged for the girl and her 

iends to be admitted to the 
orphanage run by them 
Rachel insisted 















RAWJOO SHARON 





the cake to the litle girl who was just 
leaving the shop. 


Rachel left the bakery on her 
moped, She gazed at the display win 
dows of the dress shops. “Look out, 
yelled Alice all of a sudden. Rachel ap- 





on paying, but 
the nun refused 
firmly. Rachel 
then withdrew her Post Office Savings 
and donated the money to the orphan- 
age. 


Allice was dismayed. “Why did you 
give away all the mone¥jhow will we 
decorate our tree?” She barked angrily. 
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ome “Thank you Cards’ 
jem on the tree. Cheer 
', said Rachel enthusiasti- 





Alice grimly left for her room. 


Th the evening, Rachel went 
around distributing cakes to the 
neighbours. She even visited Susan, 
mate, whom she disliked and 
snot on talking terms with. 
‘Susan's Xmas tree in the drawing 
room was a beauty. 

“Susan has been decorating it for 
the past two days,” said Susan's 
morn. 

‘Ma! I need more decorations, 
Susan demanded, of her mother, ig- 
noring Rachel. 

Sorry! I am not giving you any 
ey,” said her mother 











sternly. 


“Please, Ma! The judges will be 
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here in an hour,” begged Susan. 


Rachel took off her X’mas tree 
decorations. “I'll give them to Susan,” 
she told a horrified Alice, “Anyway we 
don’t stand a chance of winning Su- 
san can cover the tree with thes? and 
then she will surely win, Hers 's the 
largest X’mas tree anyway.” 


‘The Pastor announced the results 
on Christmas day. The prize for the 
best tree went to Susan, The prize- 
winner for the “Best Gift to Baby 
Jesus” was Ronald. He had placed a 
beautiful miniature crystal cradle in 
front of the crib of Baby Jesus. 

“We could've won if only we'd 
bought the cradle,” Alice cried 





After X’mas mass granny visited 
them. “Rachel you've given the most 
wonderful gifts for Baby Jesus,” she 
said. 

“Oh, no! I didn't offer anything to 
Baby Jesus” said Rachel, sadly 

“Kindness, charity, forgiveness 
and love are the only true gifis for 
Baby Jesus. Mrs. Benson at the bak- 
ery, Susan's mother and Sister Annie 
at the orphanage told me about your 
generosity. I'm a volunteer ut St, 
Agnes’ Orphanage and my heart was 
brimming with happiness when I saw 
the demand draft you had given. Your 
gift is more precious than the crystal 
cradle. God bless you, my child” said 
Granny. “I’m so proud of you." 

“We are all proud of you, Rachel,” 
chorused the whole family. 
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Laser, Laser everywhere! 

“Teannot believe that I am back 
home on the same day!” marvelled 
Raja’s granny 


She had come from the village to 
have an eye operation in a big 
hospital. “When my mother had an 
operation, she was in the hospital for 
one week and she had to be helped 
with every thing! But now I can 
manage by myself in half a day. This 
young doctor must be very clever!” 
Grandma was amazed. 

“Amma, the doctor was smart, 
but the LASER is much smarter!’ said 
Raja’s mother. 









“What is this LASER?” Raja 
wondered. “R Arun from Villupuram and 
‘A. Anurag Reddy from Hyderabad also 
‘want to know about laser,” he said, and 
his silicon dust friend Viz flashed the 
answer in his mind: “Itisa kind of ight” 

“Viz, you can cut open the eye with 
a scalpel (a surgeon's knife). But how 
can you cut open with some light?” 
asked Raja. 
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“You can make a tiny hole in a 
delicate tissue or you can sea up a 
fibre or blood vessel with this light’s 
energy.” 


What is so special about this 
light?” asked Raja. 

“This light is of one colour, very 
steady stream and it is a tight and 
concentrated beam. The white light 
we see and use as you know is a 
mixture of colours and is diffused.” 

“Where does this light come 
from?” 
here are many types of lasing 
devices. But the basic theory is this 
Every atom, as you know, hai 
protons, neutrons and electrons. The 
electrons keep whizzing about around 
the centre of the atom, The electrons 
move at several levels. When they are 
given energy they move to a higher 
energy level. But these restl 
electrons try to come back to thei 
usual orbits and to do this they try to 
give away some energy. When they 
give away energy it comes out as a 
photon or a light particle. A stream 
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of such light particles isa laser beam,” 
“What does LASER stand for?” 
“It means Light Amplification by 
Stimulating Emission Radiation. The 
light emitted by the electrons is made 
bigger (amplified) by reflecting devicesto 
makea strong beam,” 
Jotel imperial has announced a 
er Show’ for Deepavali, Whats that 















fere the same kind of light in a 
different strength and coloursis projected 
‘overhead to make wonderful pattems in 
thenight sky” explained 
“But I have never used a las 
Raja wistfully. 
‘Tam sure you have. In some shops, 
atthe eash counter, they use a “bar code 
reader.” The price of 
the item you buy is not 
‘written in numbers but 
asaseries of thickand 
thin stipes, The cashier 
passes small “read 
over these stripes and 
itgivesa purticulartype 
of signal that 
understood by the 
computeras numbe 
“Buthow cana light 
read some stripes and 
make them numbers!” 
asked Raja puzzled. 
The laser beam 
‘can be very sensitive. It 
can *feel* the stripes 
and send outa signal of 
Os and 1s, depending 
on how thick the 








* said 
































stripes, as well as the white spaces in 
between are, This whole big series of Os 
andl siseasy fora computer to understand 
and it translates it into our kind of 
numbers, In the same way it reads the 
music written in Compact dises (CDs). It 
is used in industries to make accurate 
measurements and enable cutting, in 
offices for printers, in the military for 
missile building,” 

“Okay! | understand, This is a 
‘wonderful light, indeed!” 

















Answer to the Viz Quiz 
Smiling takes less effort because 
only seventeen muscles are 
involvedin smiling whileit takes forty 
three to frown! Keep smiling! 
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‘Public Relations or PRasitispopularly 
known, is the business of business 
storytelling! Want to know more about this 
different world? 


What do you think PR is? 

© A profession that organizes events 
such as product launch partiesand awards 
ceremonies? 

© An industry that uses marketing, 
advertising, promotion and publicity to gain 
attention? 

© Abusy office job which consists 
of partnering with a wide group of people 
including clients, photographers, and 
joumaliss? 

© serious business function with a 
‘growing body of theoretical and practical 
knowledge? 


‘The answer is: all of the above and 


more. 


Public-relations executives are 
the guardians of an organization's 
reputation. They seek to build 
lasting elationships by establishing 

and maintaining mutual 
understanding and 
goodwill between an 










organization and the public. 
‘Allorganizations need to communicate, 

be it between themselves or with their 

audience (the media, the Government, 
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‘employees, shareholders, and any other 
external public or private body whose 
activities may affect an organization). 
Organizations have ideas and messages to 
pass on and do so through PR executives, 
who ensure that the information passed is. 
honest and open. The PR department has 
todeal with each group separately, since 
information demands vary. 





Why Practice PR? 

To communicate effectively, an 
organization hasto listen as well astalk. A 
dialogue should be established between the 
‘communicator and the audience. Of late, 
PR’s role has gone beyond promoting 
awareness, gaining media exposure, and 
influencing behavior. Public-relations 
executives perform the strategic 
‘management function of supervising and 
directing an organization's brand, 
reputation, and corporate image. 


Are Youa PR Person? Do You have 
itin You? 
As with any other job, confidence and 
know-how are acquired through time and. 
practice. The basic requirements to 
becomea PR executive, however, 





Strong communication 
skills (preferably in 
English) - both written 
‘and spoken 

© Good project- 
management skills-the 
to carry out different tasks 
simultaneously and work within allocated 
budgetsand deadlines 

© Aninquiring and analytical mind - 








‘executives need to have an ongoing intrest 
in Gurrent affairs, especially in the socio 
politcal and economic developments that 
affect business. 


‘Where Would You Work? 


‘There are two ways to work in PR: 
either as a consultant or in-house 
While the public-relations consultancy 
firm isan agency providing advice and 
specialist services to clients, the in- 
house public relations department 
works exclusively for the 
‘organization. 


Why pursue a career in PR? 


Public-retations executives are 
often qualified in diverse disciplinesand 
make use of the knowledge and skills 
they draw from these (such as business 
management, marketing, and 
psychology). Therefore, graduate or 
post-graduate courses in PR weleome 
students from a wide variety of 
‘academic backgrounds. A degree in PR 
is not necessary. though the industry is 
beginning to realize the value of PR 
seraduates. 

‘The many industry sectors of public 
relations mean that specialist knowledge 
is sometimes required. Therefore, while 
a graduate of biochemistry or 
microbiology can work as. part of the 
healthcare sector, a student of computer 
science can work in PR for the 
Information Technology sector. 








PR Prospects 
A highly competitive field, PR is 








increasingly becoming 2 popular cae 
choice for many graduates 


Tis essential to have a wood 
degree. There is also an incr 
emphasis on gaining profession 
qualifications in PR. The Anions 
University, the Indian Institute of Pi 
Relations (New Dethi). the Mu 
of Mass Comminication, the 
Monjee Institute of Manageme 
St. Xavier's College of Communic 
(Mumbai), and the Symbiosis lastitut 

















Joumatism & Communication (Munibai), 
are some of the institutes that off 
in PR. 








Tryouthink you have what it 
become a PR executive, and if you're 
interested in this field, you may manage to 
achieve the fairy-tale ending—and the 
lived happily ever afier! 
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Taddut Now we don’t ha 
to worry about Dandapar 
He won't know where we are! 

















‘We brought you to the 
police station by mistake. 























So sad! We can't be bothered 
about the feelings of orphans. 
We are only doing our duty. We can't Gopal! 
let her escape. the man 
from the 
orphange is 





Sorry dear! A man called 
Dandapant is waiting for you at the 











jone! They'll 
imo! Sincd 


the fady in the photo looked like me, ) 
Lassumed she was my mom...“ 

















7S IT RIGHT (2 
te ~ lati — 
© Strictly for school going children # Five lucky winners will geta cash award 
of Rs,50/- cach, They will be decided by a draw of lots from out of the all correct 
entries. © Entries with completed picture and answer accepted on this form only # 
No xerox copies, Last Date : 14.1 





Assemble the seven scrambled jigsaw pieces to complete the picture and write the 
answer 


Hint: RE-ELECTED PRESIDENT 
ANSWER 


“Lov 





dress is a must for overseas entries 








Name :(Mr/Ms) 
Age 

Schoo! 
"Residential Address 


Pin 








GOKULAM 


‘The magazine for children 


1S YOUR SUBSCRIPTION DUE FOR RENEWAL? 


Subscribe now! 





FAT IS BEAUTIFUL 
Raine si 


TWO/THREE YEAR 
SUBSCRIPTION 











1 year 2 years** 3 vears** 
s.96/- Rs.192/- s.288/- 


‘Amount enclosed : Rs {DD/MO/ Cheque ixvwing Gaiam) outgniet cence 


"FREE! The Circulation Manager 
Book worth Rs.39.50 Gokulam 
Fat is Beautiful and other ‘Kalki Buildings’, 
dayabalan Stories’ with a 47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, 
two /three year subscription _ Ekkaduthangal, CHENNAI - 600 032. 
until stocks last E-mail : subscription@kalkiweekly.com 


‘December 2004 GOKULAM Ewa 
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WINTER 
VACATION 






We 


FESTIVE with the exams 
y 4 IW 8 We'll took forward (© joyful programnes! 
PN 
SEASON! ‘through the monty everyday 
LYON: ‘vera tke to go out and sy 
. We'll all run out 


‘To scream ‘and shout. 









CHRISTMAS 


Ay Yipee! Here's fun filled Christmas! 
The time ‘of the year: when kit 
don't 







 Beitsinging carols or Santa 
dancing, 


Gaily dressed children are always 
prancing 


Come let's dan 
‘And snow, at eae other fling q 
you have a reason" 


Have fun, 00% 
: jstmas season! 


~ 
» the Chri 


For now it's 


‘And carry lots 
Christmas, We" 


During 
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OncearichmancametoBirbal, He the rich man very confidently that he 
said, “Sir, there has been a robbery in would nab the thief. Birbal asked the 
my house, Some precious jewels are man to summon all his servants and 
missing, please help!” housekeepers. The man did so, 

Birbal agreed and told the man that 


he would come to his house the 
ext day. ) 
The next day, 


Birbal reached the 
iF man’shouseandtold —_Birbal then said, “1am giving each 
‘of youa stick which measures 6 inches 
Whoever has stolen the goods, his stick 
will grow longer in size by 2 inch 
So saying, he gave each of them a 6 




































inch stick 
Meanwhile, the thief, who was the 
gardener, after receiving the stick was 
\wortied as well as doubtful, He thought, 
“Is Birbal trying to foo! us?” But he 
still had a lingering fear. 
He decided to play it safs. He 
broke a twig from a plant, the same 
size as the stick and kept them to- 
gether, He thought if the ‘rragic’ 
stick really did lengthen, he would 
ike the other stick and ifitlidn't, 
well and good. The next morn- 
ing when the gardener got up, 
he saw that both the sticks 
‘were just the same. He sniled 
slyly and went about his work 
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When Birbal came to the 
rich man’s house again he told 
him Summon your servants 


with theirsticks, Time to nabthe thief”. did so, EmperorAkbar, and his court- 
‘The servants came with theirsticks. So _jers were there in the palace to witness 
did the gardener. Birbal then inspected the proceedings. Then Birbal came and 
the sticks hoping to find a short one. announced “I want all the servants to 

there. I want youll to 

pall itstail, Whoever is 
thiefis... humph... uh... need one more paint on the donkey's tail. Ifthe thief 
day.” So saying he went away at having 


pass through that 
the thief, his hand will 
his plan backfired! 












courtyard on my left 
have my magic donkey 

He was stupified when he found none! get stuck to the tail” What Birbal had 
He squirmed and said, “uh... the done was, he had put some wet black 





Fretting athis 
failure, Birbal 
thought of an- 
other trick. He 
sent a messenger 
to the rich man’s 
house and told him to 


come to the palace 
With his servants the 
next day. The man 


‘was doubtful, he would not touch the 
tail but will pretend that he had pulled 
it. Thus, the person with a clean hand 
would be the thief. 


The gardener was 
doubtful. When it 
washis tum, he 
hesitated be- 














fore pulling the donkey's tail Then he saw 
ablack tilak on the donkey’s head. It was 
the dhobi’s (washerman’s) donkey! The 
adhobi marked his donkey withatilak (spot 
onthe forehead) in case he got confused 
when it was with a herd, The gardener 
now elt confident and pulled thetailknow= 
ing that the donkey was not magical. 
On the other hand, now Birbal was 
practically sweating. Every man who 
came out ofthe room had traces of black 





paintin hishand! 

‘To make the situation worse, Em- 
peror Akbarasked him, “wel Birtal who 
isthethief?” 

Birbal stumbled and fumbled and 
mumbled “Ah... needa...” 

Justthen the gardener moved forth and 
spoke out “Your majesty, would like to 
tell Birbal not to try any more because I 
am confessing, Yes , stole the jewels 
‘but I was clever enough to escap: from 
being caught even though Birbal tried 
hisbest. lam ready to face any pun- 

ishmentand am ready to give back 
the jewels for have the setisfiae- 
tion of ouwitting Birbal!” 


Birtal shifted uncomfort- 
ably ‘How insulting!” he 
thought. 

Emperor Akbar then 
spoke “Even thoug you 
have committed a crime, I 
pardon you for your truth- 

fulness and your clevern2ss.A 
‘man who can outwit my Birbal 
should be really a clever man! I thus 
appoint you in place of Birbal and he 
shall now be your assistant! 

‘The gardener and the rich man sa- 
luted the king, The courtiers laughed 
with glee, and poor Birbal! He got so 
stumped he fainted and did not get up 
for a week! 

(Don't worry! This is justa fict- 
tious tale.) 





- Bibin V, Babu, Std X, 
Meghamala Roy Education Centre 
Kolkata 







OT PENPALS 


Name: Jebanger Name: Priya R. Prakash 


Ahmad Channa Age: 14 
Age: 17 Address: 57/5 J.R. Colony, 
Address: Aram _N. Thippasandra, Bangalore 560 





Pora, (Azad Gunj), 075. 
Baramulla - 193101 Hobbies: Reading books, 
J&K drawing and painting, lis- 

Hobbies: Reading, _tening to music, watching 
playing cricket and —T-Vand playing. 


badminton, writing po- 

ems, listening to west- Name: Himanshi Sabu 

em music and surfing Age: 13 

the net, Address: Qtr'No. C/5 HTPS Colony, Korba (West) 

Chattisgarh. 

Name: R. Kaushik Hobbies: Reading Gokulam and books, 
Age: 10 craftwork, playing computer games, doing sci- 
Address: 614, ence experiments. 

Jegannathan Street, 

‘Theni, Tamil Nadu. ‘Name: Ramya K 


Hobbies: Reading Age: 10 

books, playing cricket Address: E 18/4 DRDO Township, CV Raman 

and chess and listening Nagar, Bangalore 560 093 

to music. Hobbies: Playing, reading books, watching T.V, 
drawing and painting and making friends, 


Address: C/o. 
Principal of 
Darlong School, 





P.O. Seijosa Dist. E. _Name-J. Infanta Sajeena 
Kameng, Pin 790103 Age:13, 
‘Arunachal Pradesh Adddress:124, V.E. Road, Tuticorin -2, Tamil Nadu 





Hobbies: Playing Hobbies: Reading comics, watching T-V, playing 
Volleyball and cricket, computer games, listening to music. 

chatting with friends, 

swimming and reading Name: Ankita Isor 


books. Age: 10 
EEE 63 


FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


Dear Readers, 
* You are most welcome to send 
in your contributions to Gokulam 
either by post or by e-mail. 
Remember every contribution sent 
by you should give details of your 
- Name, Age, Class, Name and 
address of school, Residential 
address and a declaration stat- 
ing that the contribution is your 
original creation (if not, the 
source must be mentioned). 
However, we cannot guarantee that 
your contribu- 
tion will be 
© published. It 
a is also not 
possible for 
gh us to tell you 
by Mae v when it will 
y be published. 
But, if you 
require your 
a contribution to 
be sent back 
to you on 
rejection, then you must enclose a 
self addressed, stamped envelope. 
- Editor 





















































PARTICIPATION CERTIFICATE 


You will receive a participation cer- 
tificate from us if your contribution is 
published. At the end of the one year| 
period ending June 2008, the person with 
most number of participation certificates 
will receive a special prize. 



















Address: NB - 2 - 11, 
ONGC Colony, Panvel - 
410 221, Maharashtra, 

Hobbies: Reeding, 
singing, dancing, cycling 
and collecting stamas, 


Name: K. Priya 
Durga 





New No.139 
(Old No. 62), A.K. Samy 
Nagar III Street, Kipauk, 
Chennai 600 010 
Hobbies: Reading 
Gokulam and books, play- 
ing, making friends and 
listening to radio, 


Name: Namrata 
Khosla 

Age:15 

Address: Post Box 35, 
Dutiajan 786602 Assam 

Hobbies: Wri 
‘ems, listening to western 
and Indo Pop music, trav- 
. reading novels, en- 
joying nature. 








Name: 8. Gopinath 
Age: 
Address: 259, Adinath 
Society, VIP Road, 
Vadodara 390 022, 
Hobbies: Reading 
books, playing cricket and 
cards, collecting coins, 
watching T.Y, cycling and 
listening to music. 





med PROVE YOUR ENGLISH aati 


Dear Chitdren, 

Looking at the questions that you WHISPERS 
have asked me about the meanings of 
words makes me want to tell you once 
again how important reading is, 
especially to get to know what words 
mean. Your parents may be happy 
if you read only your text books 
and get good marks in your 
examinations, But this won't 
do, Read anything that comes 
your way including Gokulam and 
your English will improve in a 
way that learning grammar alone 
will not. “Reading maketh a full 
man" - Bacon. “Reading is to the mind, 
what exercise is to the body” ~ Sir 
Richard Steel. 

As you study further you will find 


that only reading books helps. And now Re A pi N GS 
let me get down to answering your 
questions. MAKETH A 
What is the difference between FULL MAN 
murmurand whisper? And also crime, 
viee and sin? - Himanshi Sahu, Korba, 
Chattisgarh, 
Murmur: murmur isa low, indistinct What is the difference in the 
and continuous sound like the sounds of meanings of the words insurance 


lakes and waves. \d assurance? - Harshvardhan 
Whisper: Yousay something quietly with Singh Rajawat, Nagpur. 













Sin isan action which breaks the 
law of God and therefore an act 
inst moral principles 














your breath so that other people cannot —Insurance: You pay a fixed 
hear what you are saying. amount of money each year to a 
Crime isan illegal action which canbe company as a means of protection. 
punished by law. Forexample your health, car, life ete. 
Vice is a moral fault in Medical insurance will take care of 








someone's character or a habit 


which istegarded asa weakness. ' RADHA PADMANABHAN 





your medical bills if you are hospitalised 
and car insurance will take care of your 
carand any expenses if you are involved 
inan accident. 

Assurance - If you give someone an 
assurance that something is true, you 
make him feel less worried. You give him 
a feeling of confidence. 


Whit is the difference between 
the use of the words arise and rise 
and awake and wake? - S. Bharat 
Kumar, Thakkolam. 

Rise: If something rises it moves 
upware ‘hot air, the sun from the east. 
Yourise from your chair. Buildings being 
built, rise, Sound rises when it is higher 
inpiteh 

Arise: When something arises it 
begins to exist or comes to your 
attention. An old fashioned use of arise 
is to “arise from your chair” or “arise” 








WAKING Him uP! 


to greeta person, 
Awake: Means not sleeping e.g. lay 
awake ll night Insentences like“Tawoke 
from deep sleep” itmay bea literary usage. 
‘Wake: When you wake or someone 
‘wakes you, you become conscious after 
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sleep. The word wake has other 
‘meanings also but I won't go into that. 


How do we abbreviate example 
as Eg.? There is no G in the word! - 
J.Manoj Kumar, Chennai, 

‘The letters eg stand for the Latin 
phrase, exempli gratia, which means for 
example, A list of examples may be 
preceeded by eg. 


What is the difference between 
Approximate and Appropriate? - 
KCRNithyapriya, KV. Meenambakam, 
‘Chennai 

Approximate means close 10 the 
correct time, number, position, et, For 
example, there are approximately 800 
students in this school. 

Appropriate means correct, suitable 
or acceptable. For example, it seemed 
ate to thank him for his 
Appropriate can also mean 
taking something that does not belong 
toyou. 











Vistwakavi (world poet) Rabindranath 
was born to Maharishi Devendranath 
Tagore and Sharada Devi on May 7. 
1861, He was the fourteenth child 
inthe family! His father was an 
aristocrat and engaged a pri- 
vate tutor to educate him at 
home. He started writing 
poetry asa child 

He pursued further 
studies at a public school 
at London, 

His poem “Sandhya 
Geet” was appreciated by 
‘one andall including Bankim 
Chandra Chatterii- who 
penned the national song 
"Vande Mataram,.” 

His father asked him to 
take charge ofthe zamindari 
at Kushtia (presently in 
Bangladesh), Rabindranath 
loved to listen tothe songs ofthe boatmen 
and peasants, He also wanted to improve 
the living conditions of the peasants, Al- 
though he knew education was the solu- 
tion othe problem, he believed that mod- 
em school and college education was not 
What they required, 

His father offered him the land around 
Shantiniketan at Bolpur 112 Kms. north 
of Kolkata, He started an ashram type 
school there, so that children could en- 
joy the learning experience. Under the 
shade of trees, informal education (in- 
cluding music, drama ete.) was im- 
parted. However not many people fan- 
cied the school and Rabindranath spent 
all his funds in maintaining the school at 
Shantiniketan 

He entered the nationalist movement, 
ave fiery speeches and composed sev- 

















World 


ics. One of them “Amar 
Sonar Bangla” later became the Na- 
tional Anthem — of, 
Bangladesh! He com- 
posed “Jana Gana 
Mana” which was 
sung at the con- 
gress sessions and 
later became 
India’s National 
Anthem, 
Rabindranath 
Tagore was 
awarded — the 
‘Nobel Prize in the 
year 1931 for 


ral powerful ly 












“Geethanjali”, a collection of poems, He 
was the first Indian, in fact the first Asian 
to be awarded the Nobel Prize and the Brit- 
ish Government conferred knighthood on 
hhim, Rabindranath Tagore spent all the 
prize money on his school, 

He was closely associated with Ma- 
hhatma Gandhi and Nehru during the free- 
ddom struggle. In fact, Nehru's daughter 
Indira had her education at Shantiniketan, 

Rabindranath Tagore’s Shantiniketan 
and Vishwabharati University are world 
famous today. Tagore is called the father 
‘of moder Bengali literature. Although he 
passed away in 1941, he lives in the hearts 
and voices of millions of people who ad- 
‘mire Rabindra Sangeet and his many mu- 
sical plays. 





-B.Sai Kumar, Std IX, 
StJoseph’s H.S., Hyderabad 
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One day Krishna was playing in the court- 
yard with Balarama and others. He heard the voice 
‘ofa woman in the street crying out, “Fruits! Jambu 
fruits! Jambu fruits!” 

Immediately, Krishna wanted to buy some of 
them, But he had no money. His: 





reyes no- 
yearby. He 





ticed, however, a huge heap of gi 
grabbed a fistful of them and ran onto the stre 
(On the way most of the grains fell ott 





He came to the fruitseller and holding out 
his hands said, “O dear lady, take these grains 
and give me fruits in exchange.” The woman 

m of 








was mesmerised by the beauty and ch: 
the boy. The tinkling of the anklets on his feet 
was music to her ears, She would never forget 
itin her life. 

She said, “O my child! You have con 
chase fruits in exchange of grains. All the grains 
have fallen down on the way, but still you may 
take whatever quantity of fruits you like.” 





eo pur 








o saying, she filled his small hands with as 
much of those fruits as he could hold, after col- 
lecting the few grains offered by him. 


When the woman went 
home and looked into her bas- 
ket she could not believe her eyes. All the 





grains had turned into jewels and gold. By 
performing this miracle, Krishna showed that 
anything offered to him with love and affec- 
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Thank you for the quiz column on 
Chacha Nehnu in response to Rashmika’s 
(Nov.2004) request. I would like to cor- 
reot Sneha (Diwali viewpoint), “Avali’(and 
not vali) means rows. Wishing you Happy 
Christmas. 

~ Sudha Narayanan, Std X1, 
Dombivil (E) 


Thanks for featuring me in the 

Child Achiever column, Iam to receive 
‘my award on 14thNoy, at Vigyan Bhavan, 
Delhi. You had missed out the name of 
my school. It is Maharishi Vidya Mandir 
-J.M. Aarthi Mangala, Std VII, 
Thanjavoor, 


o 

theirbirthdays, 
- Vivek. C. Vijayan, Std VII, 
Bangalore 





My elder brother who is 17, and 
enjoy reading Gokulam, We buy it from 
‘our local newspaper vendor. Could you 
start a column for “Ghost Stories"? I'm 
sure many readers would enjoy such thrill 





inggand scary stories. 
-Darshana N. Dawda, 
Std VII, Dombivili (W) 








( The Career Guidance column is 
very useful and informative, Youcouldalso 
indicate the approximate cost of the 












I tried out ‘Choco 
Poco’ (Budding chef, Nov, 
-ousins and 





Tech Talk and Inter- 
national Robbery (se- 
al). Iam a great fan 
of Christopher Reeve and that 
column was great! Could you 
give us a poster of his? T sug- 
zest you could start a column to 
wish our friends and relatives on 
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|) courses given inthiscolumn, 
-S. Praveen, 
7 Std X, Kolkata, 





4 Lam a regular reader of Gokulam 
and have sent several articles which have 
not been published. Why don't you start 
“Star Rendezvous’ Column again? 

~B. Saikumar, Std IX, Hyderabad 


2 Lam a great fan of HarryPotter 
and I thank you for reintroducing Potter 
Mania, The Jayabalan story was good. 1 
think you should start publishing 
“Undir’ & ‘Balu the Bully’ stories again, 
atleast in alternate issues. 
~ Yeshaswini Halbhore, 
Std XI, Bangalore 


053 I suggest gender should be men- 
tioned in the Penpals Column. Itwill avoid 

unnecessary confusion. 
~ Ananya Mishra, Std VI, 
Bhubaneswar 





4 The interviews with Child Achiev- 
ersare very interesting as also the other 
columns. I have been reading Gokulam 
for six years and like to do the ‘activities’ 
featured in the magazine. 

-NairSreena Gopinathan, Ambarnath 


122 My English vocabulary has in- 
creased after I started reading Golkulam. 
Tcan now speak English fluently and con- 
fidently. May Gokulam last long! 

~P. Rajiv, Age 17, Dell 





624 I like the stories in Gokulam and 
enjoy solving puzzles. Gokulam isan ex- 


cellent magazine. 
-H. Anusha, Bellary 





SOLUTION TO 
SPOT IT RIGHT - 11 


LATA MANGESHKAR 


ConcRATULATIONS! 
The five lucky winners are 


Astha A, Shah, 
Std VI, Carmel School, Dasmah, 
Kuwait 


‘Soumyajit Mondal, 
Std VII, K.V. Il, Kalai Kunda, 
West Bengal 


V. Jeffry Daniel, 
‘Std V, Don Bosco, Nasik 


Nitesh Gada, Std V, 
Guru Nanak Public School, Bidar 


Ankit Jotwani, 
‘Std VI, St Thomas Convent School, 
Bhopal. 




















Civitas as we al know the ——- 


birthday of Jesus Christ and is cel- ¢ time when 


d lights outside 
ses that you wonder 





brated all over the world on Decem- 


y're celebrating Jesus's 








or General Electrics! 


































Have you wondered why Christmas 
is referred to as X’mas and not Y or 
Zmas? In Greek, Christ is referred toas 

‘Khristos’ and the first letter is X’. So 
Christ + Mass became X’mas! Call it 
Christmas or X’mas the most popular 
carol all of us hear, blaring from reversing 








The world’s most 
famous Christmas 
carol is the one com- 
memorating His birth: 
SILENT NIGHT! Translated into 119 
different langua; 
Molir’s German 
ated 186 y 
here is how it goes: 
Silent night, holy night, 
All is calm, all is bright 
Round you virgin mother 
and Child 
Holy Infant, so tender 
and mild, 
p in heavenly peace... 
The carol ends with 
Christ, the saviour is born! 





“Tingle Bells 


'$ from Joseph 
Stille Nacht’, cre 
cars ago (1818 - 2004) 




















SAR EAS SUR AS SO 4S 








Dashing through the snow, The Dutch settlers in New Amsterdam 
In a one horse open sleigh (New York) brought Santa to America! 
Over the fields we go, Today, Finland is one of the few coun: 
Laughing all the way. tries where kids can actually see Santa in 
Bells on bobtails ring, the act of delivering presents and he re 
Making spirits bright, ally checks whether they were yood or 
What fun it is to ride and nat 


sing 

A sleighing song 
tonight 

Jingle bells, jingle bells, 

Jingle all the way! 

O what fun it is to ride 

On a one horse open 
sleigh! 













Yes! Santa and Christmas are 
inseparable! 





FUN FEST! 
Afraid of Sunta? Maybe you're 

‘Claus trophobic 

FUN FEST! a 
Christmas: The time of} And how does Santa travel from 

the year when everyone) his home in the North Pole? In his 

gets’ Santamental! 





















driven by reindeer, of course! 
Well, originally, there were eight 

Santa Claus a merry old fying reindeer, but they were later 

man with red and white joined by Rudolph, Heard that carol? 

clothes, the American version 

ofSt.Nicholas,came fromthe Rudolph, the red nosed reindeer 

Dutch version called “Sint Had a very shiny nose 

Klaas.” eine 


SIRS Pg OS SO eS 

















And, if you ever saw him, 
You would even say it glows! 


All of the other reindeer 
Used to laugh and call him names 
They never let poor Rudolph 

Join in any reindeer games 


Then one foggy Christmas eve 

‘Santa came to say, 

“Rudolph with your nose so bright, 

Won't you guide my sleigh 
tonight?” 


Then how the reindeer loved him 
AS they shouted out with glee 
“Rudolph the red nosed reindeer 
You'll go down in history!” 





FUN FEST! 
Father to tiny tot: No! A reindeer 
is not a horse with a TY. Antenna! 








Tack Nelson & Steve Rollins wrote, 


vw 




















“Frosty, The Snowman, a carol in 1950, 
after they witnessed the success of John 
Marks’ Rudolph . Thisishow it goes: 


Frosty, the snowman 

Was a jolly happy soul 

With a corn-cob pipe and a button 
nose 

And two eyes made out of coal 

Frosty the snowman 

Isafairy tale they say 

He was made of snow, 

‘but the children know 

How he came to life one day! 


FUN FEST! 
What do snowmen eat for 
breakfast? 
Not cornflakes, but snow 
flakes! 





‘TheX'mas Tree isan evergreen firtree 
because probably nothing else cold sur- 
vive nthe cold polar regions, and because 
itis greenall trough the year, all overthe 
world! TheX'mastree, aGemnun tadition, 
started as carly as the 16th Century. By the 
1700s, it was widespread in Germany, 
then moved to England and through Penn- 
sylvanian German immigrants to America, 

These trees were decorated with or- 
nnaments, lights, candles, fake sncw, toys 
ete. In Victorian times people decorated 
their trees with candies and cakes but by 
1880, tree decorations became a com- 
mercial proposition like cards! Ciftsare 
placed for the family at the base of the 






Appar from the *X'mas Tree which is 
amust, most families decorate their homes 
witha brightly litstar, mistletoe and holly 
and partake of Christmas cakes and tur- 

y! Hereisacarol on mistletoe and holly, 
‘hich again isa favorite: 





Oh by gosh, by golly, 

It's time for mistletoe and holly 

Tasty pheasants, Christmas 
presents 

Country sides covered with snow 

Oh by gosh, by jingle 

It’s time for carols and Kris 
Kringle! 


Carol singing intially a part 
of Christmas, These carols kind of 
sum up X'mas for you, So even if you 
see Frosty, the snowm: 
tree, The carol related to the Christmas Rudolph, the reindeer, Weat Gokulam ate 
‘Tree goes partly like this: 











O Christmas Tree, O Christmas 
Tree 
How are thy leaves so verdant? 
Not only in the summer time 
But even in winter is thy prime 


0 Christmas Tree... verdant? 
Each bough doth hold its tiny 
light 

That makes each toy to sparkle 
bright. 

O Christmas Tree, O Christmas sureyoucan sing these ca 
tree MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

The candles shine out brightly! Cover Mlustration: Jayaraj 
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rolsand have 





TEMPLE TREASURES es 
cures one ofall eye proslems! 
There are several inscrip- 
tions to indicate the antiquity 
of the temple. According 
to one of them during 
King Rajendra I's reign 
the town was called [ 
Paravaipuram. It was | 
probably named alter 
the wife of Rajendra 1, 
Puravainangai. This ] 
temple is mentioned as 
Pe Paravai Easwaram Udaya 























| Mahadevar Temple. 






ing Sibi was a righteous ruler. 
A sense of duty was of such impor- 
tance to him, that he gave his flesh 
and his eyes to protect adove which 
‘was stalked by an eagle. Legend has 
itthat the Lord wanted to test Sibi 
nd hence this drama was 
nacted. 





About 10kms from Vichupuram_ 
in Tamil Nadu, is a place called 
Panayapuram with a beautiful 
Shiva temple, Lord Shiva, here, 
is known as Nethrodharanar as he re- The variousinscriptions nthe temple 
stored Sibi’s eyesight in appreciation of _ indicate the continued pa- 
the king’s sense of duty in protecting his _tronage of several dynas- 
subjects. It is said that visittothistemple _ ties, such as the Cholas, 
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Pandyas, the Vijayanagar kings. 

Yet other inscriptions in the temple 
indicate donation of lands and wealth 
for the upkeep of the temple, for vari- 
ous social activities, for the adminis- 











is said to have worshipped the Lord 
here. the 
sun's rays falls on the Sivalingam and 
then on Ambigai, in the first week of 
the tamil month of Chithirai. ‘The lat 


As if to corroborate this, 





of the temple and for con- 
2 various festivals in the 





temple, 
The Sun God, to get rid of a curse 


ticed windows through which the 
sun’s rays fall, bear testimony to the 
architectural splendour of ancient 


times, 


ke 
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a VIEWPOINT 


A safe and disciplined leam- cheaper than designer dresses! 
ingenvironmentisthe priority for For security reasons oo, uniforms are advisable. 
allschools.Makinguniformsman- An intruder in the school compound will stand out 
datoryensuresuniformity among among uniform clad students. On the other hand, if 
children, Students feel thatthey a student is missing from schoool, he can be easily 
are part ofateam. Financial sta- identified and traced, Thus, fee schoo! uniform is 

amust 










Std V, Chinmaya Vidyalaya, Tripunithara 


‘School isnot the place for children to show off, 
‘One must concentrate on studies. Some Foor stu- 


UNITY 


dents may not 
be able to afford 

even school & 

fees, let alone 

spend on prety dresses. Dis- 
crimination amongstrich and poor 
could even affect academic perfor- 
if mance of the latter, So itis preferable 


E 


= 
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\ tohave auniform dress code. 
s ~ Bhoomika, Std IX, 


tusoffamiiesand{ashionsofthe Fatima High School, Ambarnath, Mumbai. 


day will notaffectthedressofthe  “* [ need anew dress”, is a common refrain, 
students. Uniformsare certainly _ some parents hear every month, Ifthe schcol hada 


QUESTION FORTHE MONTH | 

NEW YEAR is round the corner. Do you propose to make New | 
‘Year resolutions? Share them with us. (Even if you don’t believe in 

Ney esr resolutions, You May tell us why!) 
end us your views by 10.12.04. Each published entry will reset 

a prize of Rs25/-. Remember to include details of Woes aes 
school and residential address, Those of you who are non-residente 

dsend-us-alocal (Indian) address too. —s 
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specific school uniform, two orthreesetsayearis selves. However general codes 
allthey need. Nowadays westemisation has setin, like “no jeans and tops.” or “no 
inall spheres. Some students might developanin- skimpy dresses for 














feriority complex ifhis orher friend wearsa more salwars/chuclidars” ete are okay. 
‘modern dress, In many schools, students from all - Yeshaswini Hualthore, Std X1, 
parts of the country attend, If they puton their uni- Vijaya P.U, Bangalore 





forms there will be ‘Unity in Diversity’! 
-S. Divya, Std XI, Sri Sankara Vidyashram 
MHS School, Chennai 





‘Today, students have a lot of 
freedom, Hence they w 
r away easily, Its the duty of the 

Mom, what should | wear today? Which school to maintain discipline 
shoes?” Inmany households hisisan everyday Wearing “Casuuls’to schoo! may 
{question forthe hassled workingmothers! Schools create probl 
should have uniform dress codes and oncea week —boastofa variety of dresses which 
they could allow children to wear dresses oftheir the middle class cannot afford 
choice. Inferiorty complex isthe result, I 

I don’tthink uniformsare necessary after Std the choice of dress is left 10 stu 
X as teenagers can decide for them- __dentsor theirparents. each will 


havea different view. Toavoid 

| 1») confusion, school uniforms, 
should be compulsory 

-Supriya Padmanablian, 


Std IX, Navrachana School, 


Vadodara 











1s. The ich kids will 
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Myopinionisschoolsst 
not have uniforms. I prefer 
dresses to uniforms because | can 





put on any dress before J 
leave for school. If 
there is a uniform, | 
will need to check if it 
is washed, ironed 

shoes ae polished etc, 

will also have to search for 
clean pair of socks. If lc 

‘wear anything, these hassles 

would notbe there. 

= Meera Unni, Std V, 

Chinmaya Vidyalaya, 

Tripuniehara, 








WONDER WHAT, 
PRANKS HES 
UPTO, Now! 


ALKA 
THE DISGUISE 
WAS GOOD, 
‘BUT YOUR voice 
GAVE you AWAY! 


quer 

IMAGINE 

A RED InDar 
Boy. 


aeRO. 
TRANELS 

ALL OVER 

THE WORLD--+ 


sHE MEETS 
STRANGE PEOPLE 
AND HAS FANTABTIC 
FAPERIENCES 


MAY BE 
vit 











[STORY OF THE REDINDIAN Boy, NEXT MONTH! 
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WHO ARE WE? 











von 5 oon 
COLOUR AND KEEP! 








Regitand wen Regia ot eno ce Na ASSAD" Reger TH PAG (CCR) 4209-05 
Se pa aS PTTL WPT OS pede SSS 
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Contifiicd 


Ready to FLY TAIWAN! 


These students are selected to take part in the 
International Competition on Dec.25th 2004 at Taiwan 
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P Stokor {Venkatesh Prabu Lina Piva 








SEMAS Unique It ton. Ho 
Advanced and Entire concept of Abacus education and 
Its Brain development Techniques as It is in Japan! 
Unique syllabus for all age groups from 3 years old onwards! 
Unique syllabus to teach all the Arithmetic sums 
with In 3-months of practice! 
Highly structured syllabus, even Master Level finished students 


from other institutions also can Join to continue furthert! 
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